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SUPERINTENDENT’S MESSAGE

As of this writing we are already winding down
the first ten weeks of school. As the leaves begin
to fall and the cold air starts to move in, we are
already starting our preparation for winter on campus.
We have embarked on a number of new educational initiatives for our students this year, and
are already seeing some great successes. Two of
these are worth noting here.
In our High School, we have instituted several
new courses in a “blended” format. Our blended
courses are taught by our faculty and combine traditional student-teacher interaction with an on-line
format. Of the nine courses, eight are new electives for grades 9-12. Students have given very
positive feedback on their experiences thus far,
and the teachers have been fantastic in adjusting
to this mode of delivery. Additionally, our platform
allows parents and students to get real-time feedback on progress. We hope to continue this model
moving forward and, ultimately, expand it. However, we are very conscious of, and committed to,
the traditional classroom experience as well. The
skills and interaction that take place in a classroom
cannot be replaced by a blended or on-line format,
but can be complemented by it. It is our hope that
the inclusion of this model in our course offerings
will better prepare students for the type of learning
environment they will face after they leave us.
In addition, we continue to evolve our career
8th Grade Visit to Alexander Pond - see page 2

readiness curriculum in various ways. The most
prominent of these is our commitment to delivering a combination of classroom instruction and
real-world experience to our students. There are
multiple areas where this is taking place in the
form of job shadows, work placements and student internships. The next step in this evolution
will be the opening of our Café in the High School.
The building and outfitting of the Café was generously funded by the Floyd Hooker Foundation, and
will be a unique student run business in our High
School. The business will bring together students
in accounting, marketing, health and nutrition, the
sciences, and entrepreneurship. Students will run
all aspects under faculty supervision while earning course credit, and the proceeds will be placed
in a scholarship fund for deserving students who
took part in running the business. It is our hope
that we can be ready for operation by the second
semester of this year, and believe the learning experience for our students will be invaluable.
In closing, I would like to thank all of our students, parents and staff for getting this school-year
off to a strong start. We have a lot to accomplish
and are continually trying to improve and move
forward in the best interests of our kids. I wish all
of you a wonderful autumn.
Sincerely,
Ryan Dougherty
- Superintendent of Schools
Student Mentors

8th Grade Trip to Alexander Pond

On September 19th, the 8th grade class (on cover and at right),
along with teachers, counselors, and student mentors (pictured on
cover), attended a day long program at Alexander Pond. We had
a beautiful day which started at the Middle School with students
trying to locate their group facilitators by asking them three descriptive questions. Once all facilitators were found, we began our hike
up to the pond from the Middle
School. Students and staff immediately got to work with team
building activities led by high
school PE teacher Tim Pisarczyk, nature hikes, a scavenger
hunt, a “getting to know you”
activity, welcome to the High
School activity led by student
mentors, and even a drum circle
led by Imagicka of Binghamton.

10 Apples on Top?

The students in Mrs. Conaty’s
Pre-Kindergarten class learned
about apples during an apple
unit in September. The students
spent the week discussing types
of apples, apple orchards, sampling many different kinds of apples and making delicious apple
sauce. Our favorite part of the
week was a contest to see how
many apples they could carry on
top of their heads. After reading
10 Apples Up on Top!, the children decided how many apples
they could carry on their head!

Thanks PTS!

This year, we were excited to bring student mentors along!
Juniors and Seniors who were interested in becoming mentors for
our 8th grade students filled out an application last spring. A few
days before our trip to the pond, mentors were trained in their activity. The response was so positive! The 8th graders really connected
and benefitted from hearing about life in the high school from peers
who have already walked in their
shoes. Throughout the year,
mentors and mentees will be
getting together for quick checkins and to share a lunch.
Our day concluded with a
hike back down the hill where the
busses were waiting at the Middle School to take students back
home or to after school activities
at the High School. Thank you
to everyone involved!
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Music students in Mrs.
Hardenstine’s first grade (below)
practice taking a breath while
tossing scarves in the air. The
NTH Music classes
thank the
NTH PTS
for the purchase of
the beautiful rug!
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The 8th Grade Class

MS Offers After School Programs

Newark Valley Middle School would like to offer the opportunity for your student(s) to be a part
of our After School Program. As in the past, students who choose to participate will be staying
after school with teachers to work in enrichment
sessions. The goal for this program will be to focus on students finding creative ways to have fun
with incorporating all content areas. Unlike the
past, we will be offering five week sessions for the
students to sign up for. This first five week session will be offering two courses that your child
can choose from. The first option will be based
on Minecraft. We will be using Minecraft Edu on
the computer. This is similar to the Minecraft your
child may use at home, but this will be based on
lessons including all content areas. The second
option will be to work in a Kindness Club group.
The students will be focusing on teamwork, social
skills, and community involvement to spread kindness to all people.
We are asking that if your child chooses to sign
up for the session, that they attend each week. If
your child is absent from school or is unable to
attend a day, please send a note, email, or phone
call to Kara Gyidik (kgyidik@nvcs.stier.org or 6425524). This will help us to be sure all students are
accounted for each day. The following dates are
the days students will meet. Students are to meet
at Miss Gyidik’s Room (Rm 230) at end of day.
4th Gr: Tues. 11/4, Mon. 11/10, Tues. 11/18,
Tues.12/2, and Tues. 12/9
5th Gr: Wed. 11/5, 11/12, 11/19, 12/3, and 12/10
6th & 7th Grs: Thursday 11/6, 11/13, 12/ 4, 12/11,
and 12/18
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Using Technology to Help
Students and Parents
The Sixth Grade teachers all use a website
called www.remind.com to send out what the
homework is each night to parents who have
signed up to receive these alerts. This is a oneway text messaging and/or email system.
To sign up for a text message:
Teacher		 Phone Number Message
Mrs. Schappert		 607)353-6845
(Math)

@mrsschappe

Mrs. Gould		 (518)478-2690 @mrsgoulds6
(ELA)
Ms. Curkendall		 (607)341-7244 @mscurke
(Social Studies)
Mrs. Joggerst 		 (347)851-7298 @mrsjog
(Science)
To sign up for an email alert send a message
to the following email, you can leave the subject
and message blank.
Teacher
Email
Mrs. Schappert mrsschappe@mail.remind.com
Mrs. Gould

mrsgoulds6@mail.remind.com

Ms. Curkendall

mscurk@mail.remind.com

Mrs. Joggerst

mrsjog@mail.remind.com
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Dylan Williams Receives
Rotary Youth Leadership Award

Jazz Ensemble Presents
Big Band Night

The Rotary Youth Leadership Awards Conference was held at
SUNY Oneonta over the summer, at which Newark Valley’s Dylan
Williams (seated at lower right in dark suit, below) was recognized.
The conference featured speakers, programs, and workshops designed to focus on time management, critical thinking, decision
making, ethics, career development, societal problems, and public
service.
To be part of the program, Dylan had to fill out an application, be
selected for an interview, and compete for a position as one of only
four students chosen from all the school districts in Tioga County.
In addition to attending workshops, Dylan joined in as guitarist in the
Jazz Band, helped plan the closing ceremony, and developed lifelong friendships. In his own words, “this was a life-changing week
and I can’t believe how close you can get to people in such a short
time!”

On Friday, November 14th,
the Newark Valley High School
Jazz Ensemble will once again
take its audience back in time
for an old-fashioned Big Band
Dance. The students of the
NVHS Jazz Ensemble will perform famous swing tunes from
the 1940’s era for friends and
families from the community.
Designed as a fund raiser event
for the Jazz Ensemble’s upcoming competition trip to Washington, D.C., the students will fill
the Newark Valley Fire Hall with
tunes like In the Mood and Sing
Sing Sing. For the purchase of
a $5 ticket, guests can enjoy coffee, dessert and an evening of
dancing.
The Newark Valley High
School Music Booster Club is
organizing and supporting this
year’s event, and members of
the NVHS Select Choir and
Women’s Octet will also be participating. We are looking forward to another exciting evening
of music and dancing, and hope
you will join us on November
14th! Tickets can be purchased
from any Jazz Ensemble member, directly from the high school,
or at the door.
For more information about
music department events, please
check out our Music Booster
Club website: nvhsmusic.bearprint.net.

History Club Plans Active Year
The Nor-Ti Yorker History
Club has many great plans for
this year. First many of our
club members helped out with
the 4th Grade Bement Billings
Hand On Day on October 8th.
In the future, the club is trying
to put together a History Competition for our districts middle
school student. This competi4

tion will include exhibits about
New York historical events
and History Bowl challenge
(something similar to Jeopardy). Awards will be given out.
At the end of our year, our club
plans on going on a History
tour to visit some of our great
New York State Museums.
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2015 NVHS YearbookBuy Online!
New this year: You can purchase your yearbook online at
ybpay.com and pay securely with
your credit card. When ordering,
use access code: 10291415.
You will be prompted to enter
your student’s name and grade,
but can also enter your own and
“other” if not ordering for a student. Yearbooks are $45 and
name plates are available for an
additional $4 per book.

Have Great Photos?
Submit to Yearbook for
Consideration!

Also new this year, community members who have photographs they would like to submit
for consideration for printing in
the yearbook can upload images
by visiting: community.lifetouch.
com, register (which is easy
to do), then enter the Access
Code: GQNTBH. Please name
your photos with the name of the
event or persons pictured.

National Merit Scholarship Commendations

Micah Gorsline, son of Adrian & Stacy Gorsline and Dylan Williams, son of Skip & Janene Williams, have both been awarded
a commendation from the National Merit Scholarship Corporation.
Commended Students placed among the top five percent of more
than 1.5 million students who entered the 2015 competition by taking the 2013 Preliminary SAT/National Merit Scholarship Qualifying
Test (PSAT/NMSQT).
“The young people being named Commended Students have
demonstrated outstanding potential for academic success” commented a spokesperson for the National Merit Corporation. “These
students represent a valuable national resource; recognizing their
accomplishments, as well as the key role their schools play in their
academic development, is vital to the advancement of educational
excellence in our nation. We hope that this recognition will help
broaden their educational opportunities and encourage them as
they continue their pursuit of academic success.”
Congratulations to Micah and Dylan for their achievement.

Art Club Activities and Fund Raiser

On October 8th, The Newark Valley Art Club, Nor T. Yorkers and the Tech Club went to
Bement Billings to work with
the fourth graders at the annual
hands on day. Projects included;
how to tin punch, the process
used in crafting candles, painting
projects, and creating the base
for the candles. The 4th graders
got to learn how the candles were made in the nineteenth century,
Student Council Hosts
how other daily use items were made, and how they had fun back
Senior Citizen Breakfast then compared with today. Overall, the educational experience was
The high school Student fulfilling for the clubs involved and for the fourth graders, and the Art
Council cordially invites all se- Club is looking forward to doing it again next year.
In other news, in an effort to supplement our annual fund raisers,
nior citizens living in the Newark Valley school district to be the Newark Valley Art Club would like to go back to its roots as an
our guests at a Holiday Break- arts and crafts organization. To that end, we are now offering handfast. Please join us on Decem- made items such as soaps, candles and incense in the Fall and
ber 23rd at the Newark Valley Spring. These items are all made by our Art Club members, and all
Fire Station from 8 am to 10 am. proceeds go to the Art Club for materials and supplies to enhance
Breakfast will include pancakes, the educational experience for our students. Handmade gifts make
eggs, sausage, juice, tea and perfect Christmas presents, so get your orders in by talking to an
coffee. It will be our pleasure to Art Club representative. Our goal this year is to make new display
provide this breakfast at no cost boards for the Art Show as the boards that we have been using are
to you. We look forward to see- no longer suitable for this purpose. We would like to ask for commuing you there! For more informa- nity support to help reach this goal before the mid-year point. Our
tion please call Sherrill Ward at estimated cost for new display boards is $1500.00. Please consider
supporting the arts in your community through this fund raiser.
NV High School, 642-8351.
NEWARK VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Booster Club Thanks and Invites Volunteers
We would like to thank all who have helped us out so far this year, especially the teams for
all their hard work covering concession stands for home events. We would love to have more
people on board to help out, even if it is only one time a year that you can lend a hand. Winter
season is coming quickly and we can always use hands to help out inside for concessions and
to run the Varsity wrestling tournament held at our school each year. Please like us on facebook
at “Newark Valley Cardinals Booster Club” to find out when meetings are and if volunteers are
needed. Thank you for all your help and we hope to see you soon at an upcoming event. Go
Cardinals!!!
Michelle Pratt - President

Drama Club News
The Valley Masquers Drama
Club has a great year ahead of
them. The Drama Club will be
presenting two plays this year.
The first, Backstage written by
Pat Cook, is being directed by
Seniors Haley Hill and Alanna
Biata. We also have a second
shorter play Superhero Support
Group written by D. M. Larson.
We had so many students come
out for play auditions that we
thought it would be best to put
on another play so that everyone
can have their opportunity on
stage. These two plays will be
presented on Friday November
7, 2014 and Saturday November
8, 2014 at 7:00pm at the Newark
Valley High School.
Near the end of November
we will have our audition for
this school year’s Musical. The
musical selected is The Pajama
Game and it will be directed by
Amy Knudsen and Maureen
Preston. The musical will be presented on Friday, February 13,
2015 and Saturday, February
14, 2015.
In April our drama club will be
heading to NYC to have the opportunity to watch a live Broadway show.
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NVHS Varsity Club
NVHS Varsity Club is open to students who are currently participating in a varsity sport or who have previously earned a varsity letter. We work together to promote athletics, leadership, and school
spirit.
This year’s officers are: President, Sam Stewart; Vice President,
Connor Coleman; Secretary, Molly Graves & Treasurer, Blake Novi.
We kicked off the year with a Fall Captain’s Luncheon catered by
The Big Dipper BBQ. All fall Captains were recognized, received
their Captain’s bar, and had a chance to meet with coaches to discuss roles/plans for the season. In September we had our Varsity
Club Kick-Off Membership luncheon meeting and made plans to
sponsor a “Black-out” for the Homecoming football game - encouraging all students to come, wear black (matching the football team
jerseys) and sit in the student section “The Nest”. We will continue
to recognize our team Captains each season with a winter & spring
Captains’ dinner. We also hope
to sponsor the Spring Olympics
and Senior vs. Faculty kickball game again this year. You
can help support NVHS Varsity
Club by purchasing a magnet
for $3.00. They are available
in the HS Guidance Office or in
the concession stand at some
games.

Schools & Community Helping Each Other
NVUT & the NVHS Interact club,
again this year, combined efforts
to collect cash & food donations
for Project Neighbor food pantries in Newark Valley and Berkshire. One thousand, one hundred dollars, and many pounds
of food were collected and divided between the two food pantries. Thank you to everyone
who volunteered or donated to
this great local cause!

Teacher of the Month

Congratulations
to
Deb
Hospie, HS Spanish Teacher,
who was recognized as our Liberty Mutual Teacher of the Month
of September.
Deb goes above and beyond
in many ways and is advisor of
Friends of Rachel. We recognize her for the integral part she
has played in supporting our students. Thank you “Hop” for all
you do and for going far above
and beyond.

Learning Math & Fitness at NTH
Mrs. Hochberg’s class does their
push-ups and counts by 10’s to
support their math common core
in Mr. Fales’ physical education
class at Nathan T. Hall.
NEWARK VALLEY SCHOOL DISTRICT
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Check out Newark Valley Central School District’s new website!

The Newark Valley district has a new website! We’ve changed our look and added many new features to improve our communication with our community. We’ve worked to make our new site user
friendly, and to provide up-to-date, relevant information. In addition to the new look, the site has many
new features including:
• New Menu System: We’ve organized the menu • Staff Lists: We now have a searchable staff list.
system for better navigation through our site.
Parents can search by name, building or entire
New quick links “touts” allow easy access to
district. Email addresses for instructional staff,
our most popular pages: our schools, athletics,
administration and other staff who communiand food service, as well as pages for parents,
cate regularly with the public are available.
students and the community.
• Calendar: The calendar feature allows visitors
• Closing and Delay or Special Messages: When
to our site to search for building or district-wide
the district has a closing or delay, or a speevents and view them in a daily, weekly or
cial emergency announcement, a banner will
monthly format.
be prominently displayed across the top of all • Mobile App: Stay tuned for a district mobile app
pages of the website.
that will soon be available.
• Home Pages: Building home pages feature
photos, contact information, and latest building
news items.

http://www.nvcs.stier.org

